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Sustainable development

To achieve sustainable communities, the 
need for functioning green infrastructure is
imperative. Essex, Kent and London Wildlife
Trusts are already heavily involved in achieving
this in the Thames Gateway area.

Chafford Gorges Nature Park and Visitor Centre
in Chafford Hundred in Thurrock, Essex, offers
more than 81 hectares of inspiring open space
including a SSSI site. Darland Banks in Kent
has been a fantastic green lung since the
1800s where local people have continued to
walk, picnic, and enjoy wildlife.

The Wildlife Trusts of Kent, Essex and London
will continue to protect wildlife for the future 
by careful management and conservation of
important green space.

Thames Gateway ~ wildlife

The Thames Gateway is internationally, 
nationally and locally important for a range of
wildlife, from the endangered water vole to
rare breeding birds in the Thames.

The London, Kent and Essex Wildlife Trusts
manage more than 6,127 hectares of the most
important wildlife sites in the south-east.

Ecological consultants for all three Trusts are
active in surveying, monitoring and providing
management on their own land and for other
organisations. 

There is active involvement in the planning
process, they provide advice on wildlife
networks and are active partners of the
Biodiversity Action Plan.

Thames Gateway ~ people and health

Everyone is welcome to free access to these
important sites. There is a strong relationship
between health, well-being and the green
environment. The Essex, London and Kent
Wildlife Trusts educate more than 44,000
children and adults each year. They provide 
free access to more than 6,127 hectares of
beautiful countryside including grassland,
woodlands, saltmarsh and estuarine habitats.

Thames Gateway ~ the future

The Wildlife Trusts will acquire more land in 
this important area and continue to work with
local people and local organisations. They will
continue to create, enhance and protect the
green infrastructure, and expand biodiversity
networks across the Thames Gateway.

Committed to greening the gateway ~
through work with developers, planners and Councillors

Heath Fritillary Water Vole

Wildlife Consultancies:



Since 1959 Essex, Kent and London Wildlife
Trusts have been the main conservation bodies
and custodians of important wildlife areas in
the Thames Gateway. 

As urban development expands and increases
these three Wildlife Trusts will continue to
protect and manage important green spaces
within the Thames Gateway.

The Wildlife Trusts of Kent, London and Essex
currently manage more than 930 hectares of
Nature Reserves within the Thames Gateway.
Many of these sites are SSSI and all are 
of immense importance to both people 
and wildlife.

London, Essex and Kent Wildlife Trusts are
committed to continuing their work in greening
the Gateway through working with developers,
planners and Councillors.

Free access for all

Essex, Kent and London Wildlife Trusts offer
free access to all of their Reserves. No charge 
is made and no membership is required.
Important green space is accessible for both
people and wildlife to enjoy.

“Research has shown that both 
rural and urban green space is
vital for people’s well-being. It
improves self-esteem and mood,
and reduces blood pressure. If
people are physically active, that
further improves their health.
This indicates that we should
think of green places as part of
the health system, as well as
being important for biodiversity”

Professor Jules Pretty OBE

University of Essex

Essex, Kent and London Wildlife Trusts are:

• Already managing 930 hectares of Nature
Reserves in the Thames Gateway

• Bringing expertise and experience to green
space development and management

• Protecting, enhancing and creating
biodiversity through the planning process

• Contributing to sustainable development

• Offering free access to their Nature
Reserves for everyone

• Already managing 6,127 hectares within 
the south east

• Recognising the importance of green space
for wildlife and people

• Already working with developers in the
Thames Gateway

• Bridging the gap between new and existing
communities through Visitor Centres, local
membership groups and community
outreach programmes

• Advising developers through each Trust’s
ecological consultants

• Actively involving communities in the care 
of their local environment

• Working with schools and colleges to 
inspire young people

Chafford Gorges Nature Park and Visitor Centre

Contributing towards sustainable communities, 
Chafford Gorges Nature Park is set in the heart of a new
development of 6,500 houses in Grays, Essex. This is a
very urban area and the Nature Park, which is managed 
by Essex Wildlife Trust, offers local people 81 hectares of
open space in which to relax and enjoy nature. The Nature
Park consists of a connecting network of important green
space and is an extremely important area for wildlife 
and the 12,500 inhabitants of Chafford Hundred.

Since Essex Wildlife Trust opened their Visitor Centre in
April 2006 the use of the park has increased substantially
and the Nature Park and Visitor Centre offer an important
focal point for the surrounding community.

The Gorges include an abundance of wildlife and the 
cliffs are of geological importance. It is one of the best
places to see kingfishers, woodpeckers, butterflies and
orchids, while at the same time it is hugely important 
for local people. The area is made up of former chalk
quarries known as Warren Gorge, Lion Gorge and Grays
Gorge together with connecting Mill Wood and
Wouldham Cliffs.

Darland Banks

Darland Banks, in the heart of urban Medway, is an
important landscape feature and green lung for the 
whole of the Medway Complex. It comprises more than
45 hectares of chalk downland, neutral grassland, scrub
and secondary woodland. 

The site is owned by Medway Council and is managed 
on long lease by the Kent Wildlife Trust. It has unrestricted
access, with several public footpaths criss-crossing the
banks and a permissive bridleway, also allowing cyclists.
Darland is home to more than 22 species of butterfly 
and more than 80 species of moth.

The Chase

The Chase in Barking and Dagenham covers 48 hectares
and is managed by London Wildlife Trust on behalf of the
London Borough of Barking and Dagenham. There are
shallow wetlands, reedbeds, horse-grazed pasture, scrub
and woodland. These harbour an impressive range of
animals and plants, including the rare black poplar tree. 

This site is a haven for birds, with around 200 different
species recorded here over the years – from teal and
shoveler in winter, woodpeckers and kingfisher all year, 
to a range of scarce and rare birds, especially during
migration. The Chase is popular with winter bird watchers
but has plenty of year-round wildlife to interest visitors.
The nature reserve also contains small areas of woodland
scrub with the rare black poplar tree, meadows that
harbour butterflies and grass snakes, and the River Rom
which provides a home for sticklebacks, damselflies and
water voles.
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Experienced Wildlife Consultancies

The Essex, Kent and London Wildlife Trusts
each have their own wildlife consultancy –
Essex Ecology Services, Kent Wildlife
Consultants, and London Conservation
Services. These companies offer a broad 
range of authoritative wildlife survey and
ecological assessment services, while
generating income to fund their respective
Trust’s conservation work.

The Wildlife Consultancies have experience 
of working with many developers and local
authorities in relation to all types of planning
issues, from large to small developments.

Offering important focal points ~
for the local community and accessibility for all

Creating, Enhancing and Protecting ~
green infrastructure for people and wildlife

Bringing expertise and experience ~
to green space development and management

Chafford Gorges Nature Park


